
 

 

 

                                                                         1                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 

PROSE 

Grade  VI I .  

Lesson 3.  GOPAL AND THE HI LSA FI SH 

  

 

 

The season of  Hilsa Fish and a Challenge t o Gopal 

 I t  was t he season f or  Hilsa f ish and it  was Hilsa t hat  ever yone was t alking about .  I n t he 

mar ket  f ishmonger s wer e selling only Hilsa f ish lur ing cust omer s t o buy it .   Even in t he                

r oyal cour t , count r ies wer e t alking about  Hilsa.  

 This made t he king lose his t emper ,  He believed t hat  no one could st op t he people f r om 

t alking about  Hilsa f ish not  even Gopal who was t he wisest  man in his cour t .  The king challenged 

Gopal who was t he wisest  man in his cour t  br ing it  t o t he place wit hout  any one asking him about  

it  Gopal accept ed t he challenge. 

 

Handing f or t he challenge 

 Af t er  a f ew days, Gopal shaved bear d f r om half  of  his f ace and smear ed ash on himself .  

He wor e r ags and looked disgr acef ul.  His wif e was shocked and asked him not  t o leave home lie 

t his, but  Gopal kept  on t elling her  t hat  he was going t o bur  a huge Hilsa f ish. She t hought  Gopal 

had gone mad.  At  t he mar ket  Gopal bought  a huge Hilsa f ish and st ar t ed walking t owar ds t he 

palace.  No one not iced t he f ish, but  ever yone was looking at  Gopal walking st r angely wit h his 

shabby clot hes.  People called him myst ic and mad. 

 

Gopal Won t he Challenge 

 He went  t o meet  t he king but  was st opped by t he guar ds.  He st ar t ed dancing and singing 

loudly in f r ont  of  t he r oyal palace.  The king or der ed his guar ds t o pr oduce t he man bef or e him. 

Ever yone in t he cour t  was shocked seeing Gopal dr essed up like a mad.  The king quest ioned 

Gopal about  t he r eason f or  his weir d at t ir e.  Gopal r eminded t he king about  t he challenge and 

t old him t hat  f r om t he mar ket  t o t he r oyal  palace, no one had asked him a single wor d about  

t he  Hilsa f ish. The king bur st  int o laught er  and accept ed t hat  Gopal had done t he impossible 

once mor e. 

 

Soul of  t he Chapt er 
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1.  Why did t he king want  t o more talk about  t he Hilsa Fish?   

 Ever yone ar ound t he king was t alking about  Hilas f ish. This had inf ur iat ed t he king so  he 

didn’t  want  anyone t o t alk about  t he Hilsa f ish. 

2. What  did t he king ask Gopal t o do t o pr ove t hat  he was clever ? 

 The king asked Gopal t o buy a huge Hilsa f ish f r om t he mar ket  and t o ensur e t hat  no one 

should t alk about  t he Hilsa f ish on t he ent ir e way f r om t he mar ket  t o t he palace. 

3. What  t hr ee t hings did Gopal do bef or e he went  t o buy his Hilsa  f ish? 

 Gopal half  shaved his f ace. Smear ed ash on his body himself  and wor e r ugs bef or e going 

out  t o buy Hilsa f ish. 

4. How did Gopal  get  inside t he palace t o see t he king af t er   he had bought  t he f ish ? 

 Gopal st ar t ed singing and dancing in f r ont  of  t he palace at  a loud voice.  The king hear d 

t he noise and asked t he man t o be br ought  inside. 

5. Explain why no one seemed t o be int er est ed in t alking about  t he Hilsa f ish .  Gopal had 

bought . 

 No one was int er est ed about  t he Hilsa f ish.  Gopal had bought  because of  Gopal’s 

condit ion.  He was wear ing r ugs, his f ace was half -shaven and ash was smear ed over  his body.   

people wer e mor e int er est ed in his appear ance t han t he f ish. 

6. Wr it e Tr ue or  False against  each of  t he f ollowing sent ences.. 

 i) The king lost  his t emper  easily __________ . 

 ii) Gopal was a  madman  ____________ . 

 iii) Gopal  was a clever  man  ____________ . 

 iv)  Gopas was t oo poor  t o af f or d decent  f o 

 v) The king got  angr y when he was  shown t o be wr ong  ____________ . 

i) Tr ue ii) False iii) Tr ue iv) False v) False 

 

 

Working Wit h t he Text   

NCERT Corner  
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1.  Not ice how in a comic book,  t here are no speech marks when charact er t alk.  I nstead 

what  t hey say is put  in a speech ‘bubble’.    However,  if  we wish t o repeat  or report  

what  t hey say,  we must  put  it  int o reported  speech.  

 Change t he f ollowing sent ences in t he st or y t o r epor t ed speech.  The f ir st  one has been 

done f or  you. 

 i)  How much did you pay f or  t hat  Hilsa? 

  The woman asked t he man how much did he pay f or  t hat  Hilsa. 

 ii) Why is your  f ace half  – shaven? 

  Gopal’s wif e asked him ________ 

   Gopal’s wif e asked him why his f ace was half  – shaven 

 iii) I  accept  t he challenge, Your  Maj est y.  Gopal t old t he king ___________ 

  Gopal t old t he king t hat  he accept ed t he challenge. 

 iv)  I  want  t o see t he king. 

  Gopal t old t he guar ds______________ 

  Gopal t old t he guar ds t hat  he want ed t o see t he king. 

 v) Br ing t he man t o me at  once 

     The king or der ed t he guar d____________ 

  The king or der ed t he guar d t o br ing t he man t o him at  once. 

 

2.  Find out  t he meaning of  the f ollowing words by looking t hem up in dict ionary.   Then use 

t hem in sent ences of  your own.  

  Challenge, myst ic, comical, cour t ier , smear ing 

 Challenge A call t o t ake par t  in a cont est  of  compet it ion. 

 Vikr am accept ed t he challenge of  his t eacher  and won pr ize in t he annual day elabor at ions. 

Myst ic Spir it ual, occult  

 The suf i saint s like Salim Chisht i wer e myst ic. 

 Comical Funny. 

 Mr . Bean is one of  t he most  f amous comical char act er s on t elevision. 

 Court ier  A per son, who at t ends a r oyal cour t  as a companion or  advisor  t o t he king or  queen. 

 Bir bal was one of  t he most  impor t ant  cour t ier s in Akbar ’s cour t , 

Working Wit h The Language  
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 Smear ing  Coat  or  mar k car elessly wit h gr ease or  oil. 

 Bef or e t he game, Rakesh smear ed his body wit h oil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i) Now ask your  par t ner  quest ions about  each pict ur e. 

 a) wher e is t he st ag? 

 b) What  is  he doing ? 

 c) Does he like his ant ler s (hor ns) ? 

 d) Does he like his legs? 

 e) Why is t he st ag r unning? 

 f ) I s he able t o hide in t he bushes? 

 g) Wher e ar e t he hunt er s now? 

 h) Ar e t hey closing in on t he st ag? 

 i) I s t he st ag f r ee? 

 j ) What  does t he st ag say about  his hor ns and his legs? 

  a) The st ag is st anding by t he side of  a pond. 

  b) The st ag is about  t o dr ink wat er  when he saw his r ef lect ion in t he pond. 

Pict ure Reading 
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  c)  Yes, he f inds t hem beaut if ul. 

  d) No, t he st ag f inds his legs t o be t hin and ugly, 

  e) The st ag is r unning because he has been chased by t he hunt er s. 

  f ) No, he is not  able t o hide in t he bushes because his hor ns got  st uck in t hem. 

  g) The hunt er s ar e j ust  behind t he st ag. 

  h) Yes, t hey ar e closing in on t he st ag. 

  i) The st ag was able t o r un f ast  because of  his legs and is f r ee now. 

  j ) The st ag says t hat  he was pr oud of  his hor ns, but  he would have been killed because of  

t hem.  He was ashamed of  his legs, but  t hey saved his lif e. 

ii)  Now wr it e t he st or y in your  own wor ds.  Give it  a t it le. 

  Ther e was a st ag, he lived in a j ungle.  One day he went  t o dr ink wat er  in a pond. He saw 

his r ef lect ion in t he pond.  He f elt  pr oud of  his beaut if ul ant ler s.  Then he saw his legs, he was 

upset  because  t hey wer e t hin and ugly.  Suddenly, t her e wer e hunt er s behind him.  The st ag  

r an t o save his lif e.  He want ed t o hide in t he bushes, but  couldn’t  as his ant ler s wer e st uck in 

t hem.  He f ound t he hunt er s j ust  behind him.  He r an f or  his lif e and was f inally saved. 

  At  t he end  he r ealized t hat  he was f eeling  pr oud of  his ant ler s, but  he would have been 

killed  because of  t hem.  He f elt  ashamed of  his legs, but  was able t o save his lif e ult imat ely 

because of  t hem.  The t it le is  ‘ The st ag and his Beaut if ul Hor ns’. 

 

2.  Complet e t he f ollowing word ladder wit h the help of  the clues given below.  

 

 

 

 

 

Clues  

1. Mot her  will be ver y _______ I f  you don’ t  go t o school. 

2. As soon as he caught  _______ of  t he t eacher , Mohan st ar t ed wr it ing . 

3. How do you like my ________ Kit chen gar den? Big enough f or  you, is it ? 

4. My youngest  sist er  is now a _________old. 

5. St anding on t he __________ he saw childr en playing on t he r oad. 
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6. Don’t  make such a  _______ . Not hing, will happen, 

7. Don’t  cr oss t he _______ t ill t he gr een light  comes on. 

1. Cr oss 2. Sight  3. Tiny 4. Year  5. Roof  6. Fuss 7. St r eet  

 

 

 

 

1.  How did t he f ishmongers lure the cust omers t o buy Hilsa? 

The f ishmonger s lur ed t he cust omer s by saying t hat  t he pr ice had been down t hat  day. 

2.  Who was Gopal? 

Gopal was a cour t ier  in t he King’s cour t  known f or  his wisdom and pr esence of  mind. 

3.  What  did Gopal’s wif e t hink about  him? 

Gopal’s wif e t hought  t hat  her  husband had gone mad. 

4.  What  were the remarks of  t wo men on seeing Gopal in the market ? 

On seeing Gopal a man said t hat  he must  be a madman while t he ot her  called him a 

myst ic. 

5.  What  was t he king’s react ion when he came t o know that  he had lost  the challenge? 

The king was happy about  it  and congr at ulat ed Gopal f or  winning t he challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  happened when the king hear his court iers talking about  Hilsa f ish?? 

When t he king hear d his cour t ier s t alking about  Hilsa f ish, he lost  his t emper  and 

war ned t hem t hat  t hey wer e cour t ier s and not  f isher men.  But  t he king soon f elt  guilt y,looking 

at  his ner vous and humble cour t ier  when  he had r ebuked.  His t one changed and he said t hat  it  

was t he season of  Hilsa and nobody could be st opped f r om t alking about  it . 

 

 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Chapt er Pract ice 
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2.  Why did Gopal’s wif e f ind his act ivit ies st range?? 

 Gopal had half -shaven his f ace.  Smear ed ash over  himself .  Had put  on r ags and was 

looking disgr acef ul.  She asked Gopal t he r eason f or  such weir d act s.  She st opped him f r om 

going out  like t hat  but  Gopal t old her  t hat  he was going t o buy Hilsa f ish.  At  last  she concluded 

t hat  Gopal had gone mad. 

 

 

  

 

1.   Who was Gopal? What  was the challenge given t o him  by t he king? How he won it ? 

Gopal was one of  t he wise men in t he king’s cour t .  When t he king was f ed up wit h ongoing 

t alks about  Hilsa  f ish he challenged Gopal. 

Gopal happily accept ed t he challenge of  buying a huge Hilsa f ish f r om t he mar ket  and t o 

ensur e on t he way f r om t he mar ket  t o t he palace no one should t alk t o him about  t he f ish. 

He was an int elligent  man.  He dr essed up like a mad man and his appear ance caught  

ever yone at t ent ion.  He r eached t he cour t  wit hout  anyone t alking about  t he f ish as ever y one 

was dr awn t owar ds his appear ance. 

2.  Why was Gopal barred ent ry t o t he palace? How did Gopal manage t o get  in? What  was 

t he king’s react ion t o Gopal’s deed? 

 Gopal looked suspicious or  r at her  myst ic since he had dr essed himself  f ilt hly,  Mor eover  

his   bear ed was half  – shaved and ash was smear ed on it .  Ther ef or e t he guar ds bar r ed his 

ent r y t o t he palace.  He st ar t ed dancing and singing loudly so t hat  t he king might  hear  him and 

call him inside. The king or der ed him t o be t aken inside but  he could not  r ecognize him. 

 

 

 

1.  We should not  give up in any sit uat ion.   I f  we t ry hard we can def init ely f ind a 

solut ion.   Why do you think so? 

 Yes, we should not  give up in any sit uat ion.  We should f ind out  a solut ion t o come out  of  

it .  Somet imes, it  might  be t ough t o f ind t he solut ion, but  if  we t r y har d, not hing is impossible.  

We lear n f r om t he ef f or t s we make in lif e.  I f  we won’t  make ef f or t s t hen our  lear ning will 

st op. 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ions 
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  I t  is OK t o commit  mist ake but  we should lear n our  lesson f r om t hem and must  not  

r epeat  t hem again.  The wor ld r emember  t he gr eat  people because t hey did t hings        

dif f er ent ly and t ook up t hose r isks in lif e, 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1-  6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

 List en t o me!  Please, you can’t  possibly go out  in t hose disgr acef ul r ags!  What  ar e you  

upt o?  How many t imes I  must  t ell you, woman? I  am out  t o buy a huge Hilsa f ish. 

1.  ‘List en t o me !  please, you’ ______ Name t he  

Speaker  of  t hese line. 

 Gopal’s wif e is speaking in t hese lines. 

2.   Who is going t o buy Hilsa f ish? 

Gopal is going t o buy Hilsa f ish. 

3.  Why t he man is dr essed up like t hat  ? 

Gopal dr essed up like t hat  t o cat ch ever yone’s at t ent ion so t hat  people will t alk about  

him and not  about  t he Hilsa f ish. 

4.  What  does t he woman t hink about  t he man f inally? 

    a) He is  an int elligent  man 

    b) He has gone mad 

    c) She doesn’t  t hink anyt hing 

    d) None of  t he above. 

 b) He has gone mad. 

5. Why does t he man want  t o buy t he Hilsa f ish?  

    a) To win t he challenge 

    b) Because ever yone was t alking about  t he f ish 

    c) Pr ice of  t he Hilsa f ish has gone down. 

    d) Because t o please his wif e. 

     a) To win t he challenge. 

6. Find out  one wor d f r om t he above lines t hat  means ‘shamef ul’. 

   a) Rags b) Awkwar d c) Disgr acef ul d) None of  t he above 

 c) Disgr acef ul 

 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  based quest ions 
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Direct ions (Q. Nos.  1-  6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

St op it  ! 

 Ar e you a cour t ier  or  a f isher man? I  am sor r y.  I  lost  my t emper , it ’s t he season f or  

Hilsa f ish and no one ________ 

1.   Who is t he speaker of  t he above lines? 

 The king is t he speaker  of  t he above lines       

2. Why is he f eeling sorry? 

 He is f eeling sor r y f or  being r ude t o his cour t ier . 

3.  What  is t he speaker asking t o be st opped? 

 He want s t he t alks about  t he Hilsa f ish t o be st opped f or  a while as ever yone want ed t o 

speak about  ‘Hilsa f ish’ only. 

4.  What  did the speaker want ? 

a) To eat  Hilsa f ish. 

b) Someone t o st op t he t alks about  Hilsa f ish f or  a while. 

c) The season f or  Hilsa f ish t o go. 

d)  He himself  was not  clear . 

 b) Someone t o st op t he t alks about  Hilsa f ish f or  a while. 

5.  What  made the speaker upset ?  

 a) A f isher man ent er ed his cour t  

 b) Gopal was not  pr esent  in t he cour t . 

 c) Ever yone including t he cour t ier s wer e t alking about  Hilsa f ish. 

 d) He want ed t o discuss ser ious mat t er  

   c) Ever yone including t he cour t ier s wer e t alking about  Hilsa f ish 

6.  Find a word f rom t he above lines is synonym of  ‘anger’ 

 a) Rage b) I r e c) Fr enzy d) I I I  - t emper  

  a) Rage 

 

Ext ract  2 


